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Project Name

Project Location and Limits

Contact

Brief Description of Project 

Project Impetus 

Project Goals

Estimated Cost of Project (if known)

Funding Sources (if known)

Describe project context, including adjacent land uses, neighborhood character, and existing transportation system

Classi cation of a ected street(s)

PROJECT INFO

CONSISTENCY WITH COMPLETE STREETS POLICY & GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Appendix A

APPENDIX A: PROJECT REQUEST FORM
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Describe how proposed project supports Guiding Principles for Complete Streets. 

See page 16 of this Manual for descriptions of each principle.

Safety and slow vehicle speeds

Connectivity

Human health

Livability

Context

Equity

Aesthetics

Economic development

Environment

Appendix A


	PROJECT INFO: 
	Project Name: Whalley Avenue Bus Lanes
	Project Location and Limits: Whalley Avenue between Broadway and Fitch Street
	Contact: 
	Brief Description of Project: A pair of dedicated bus-only lanes is requested along Whalley Avenue between Broadway and Fitch Street in order to facilitate more reliable bus service between Westville and Downtown New Haven, calm traffic along the corridor, and encourage transit-oriented development on underused and vacant lots in the area.
	Project Impetus: The CT Transit B-Line is one of the busiest bus transit routes in the State, the neighborhoods adjacent to Whalley Avenue are some of the densest residential areas in the City, and the thoroughfare itself is a major local and regional commercial district and the heaviest trafficked street in the City (not including highways). Along with GPS Tracking for CT Transit buses, dedicated bus lanes could help transform transit as a viable alternative to driving for many.
	Project Goals: To create a pair of dedicated bus-only lanes on Whalley Avenue between Broadway and Fitch Street in order to increase transit ridership, improve reliability, calm traffic and improve safety, improve air quality, and encourage development and investment along the corridor and adjacent neighborhoods.
	Estimated Cost of Project if known: $1 Million
	Funding Sources if known: State of Connecticut's Community Connectivity Program, ConnDOT
	Describe project context including adjacent land uses neighborhood character and existing transportation system: Whalley Avenue is classified as a principal arterial by ConnDOT and a major road by the City. Whalley Avenue connects Downtown New Haven with the Towns of Woodbridge and Bethany, the Wilbur Cross Parkway, and Westville. Passing through several dense residential neighborhoods including Dwight, Dixwell, and Edgewood, Whalley Avenue is lined by automotive-oriented businesses, local and regional food and clothing shopping destinations, medical offices, non-profit organizations and services, banks, multi-family residences, and many other general business and residential uses. The thoroughfare is currently served by CT Transit's B-Line bus.
	Classification of affected streets: Principal arterial, major road
	Describe how proposed project supports Guiding Principles for Complete Streets See page 16 of this Manual for descriptions of each principle: 
	Safety and slow vehicle speeds: Creating dedicated bus-only lanes along Whalley Avenue would reduce the number of travel lanes along the thoroughfare and slow vehicle speeds thereby improving safety. Dedicated bus lanes would also decrease bus and car conflicts when buses are pulling out of bus stops and cars are turning.
	Connectivity: Bus lanes would radically improve travel times for buses between Westville and Downtown, calm traffic along Whalley, and improve pedestrian crossings at intersections, thus resulting in better connectivity across Whalley Avenue and between adjacent neighborhoods in the City.
	Human health: Creating a viable alternative to driving would increase the number of people riding the bus, walking to and from bus stops, and encourage more physical activity among transit riders. Reducing the number and amount of cars driving on the street may also help reduce car emissions and improve air quality and human health.
	Livability: Reliable bus service as an alternative to driving will reduce car emissions along the corridor and improve air quality. Shorter pedestrian crossing distances and new transit-oriented development along the corridor will raise adjacent property values and improve connectivity between neighborhoods and their local commercial district.
	Context: Whalley Avenue originally developed along the Fair Haven and Westville Railroad Company's horse-drawn streetcar line as a residential thoroughfare. As adjacent neighborhoods also developed, Whalley became a neighborhood commercial center served by electric trolleys. By the mid-20th century, however, increased car use transitioned development along the corridor to become automobile-oriented, resulting in high traffic volume, high vehicle accident rates, and divestment. Dedicated bus lanes would help restore Whalley to its historic function as a neighborhood center.
	Equity: Currently Whalley Avenue is entirely dedicated to car travel and parking lanes, yet many of the adjacent neighborhoods are home to low-and-moderate income families with children who depend on walking, biking, and transit to get to and from work, school, and home. Dedicated bus infrastructure would benefit those who are either too young, too old, or too poor to drive a car.
	Aesthetics: Repainting lanes, intersection crossings, and bus lanes along Whalley would reduce the appearance of asphalt, improve aesthetics, and increase the number of people active along the corridors streets. New and improved bus stops and shelters to serve increased ridership rates would also add to the aesthetics of Whalley Avenue.
	Economic development: Streetscape improvements can help raise adjacent property values, and reliable and convenient bus transit can increase ridership, and encourage transit-oriented development and investment along the corridor.
	Environment: Providing a viable alternative to driving can reduce the number of cars and amount that cars drive along the Whalley Avenue corridor thus reducing car emissions and improving air quality.


